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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable JACKY 
ROSEN, a Senator from the State of Ne-
vada. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Mighty God, the source of all life and 

the light of all seeing, lift our thoughts 
to the greatness of Your majesty. May 
we strive to do right by trusting You 
completely. 

Lord, judge our thoughts and desires, 
leading us with Your love and faithful-
ness. Today, teach our lawmakers to 
love in the presence of hate, to forgive 
in the presence of injustice, and to illu-
minate in the presence of darkness. 
Lord, may the promise of Your love be 
experienced in all of their relation-
ships. Be for us all a helper and a shel-
ter in the time of storm. 

We pray in Your righteous Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, June 23, 2022. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable JACKY ROSEN, a Sen-
ator from the State of Nevada, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Ms. ROSEN thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

MOTION TO DISCHARGE—Resumed 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion and resume consideration of the 
motion to discharge the Clarke nomi-
nation, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

Motion to discharge Jessica G. L. Clarke, 
of New York, to be United States District 
Judge for the Southern District of New York 
from the Committee on the Judiciary. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

BIPARTISAN SAFER COMMUNITIES ACT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, as 
we approach the conclusion of a truly 
consequential work period, the Senate 
this morning will take the next major 
step toward accomplishing something 
that hasn’t been done in decades, pass-
ing a strong gun safety bill. 

The bill can be described simply in 
three adjectives: common sense, bipar-
tisan, lifesaving. And if Republicans 

work with us, we could very well finish 
the job in its entirety before the day is 
done. 

Later this morning, the Senate will 
vote to invoke cloture on the Bipar-
tisan Safer Communities Act, and I ex-
pect that vote to have robust bipar-
tisan support, just as we saw earlier 
this week. 

We are not going to leave until we 
pass this bill. After this morning’s 
vote, it is my intention to work with 
Republican colleagues to reach an 
agreement to secure a vote on final 
passage before the day is out. 

As the author of the Brady bill near-
ly 30 years ago, the last legislative ef-
fort to fight gun violence, I am so 
pleased that we are at last on the prec-
ipice of taking action once again. It 
has been a long time, but this break-
through is welcome. So I urge my Re-
publican colleagues, let’s get this bill 
passed and pass it today. Let’s pass it 
so we can send it to the House; they 
can send it to the White House; and the 
President can sign it. Americans have 
waited long enough. Let us finish our 
job today. 

As we take the final steps in this 
process, few could have anticipated we 
would reach this point just a few weeks 
ago. The morning after the tragedy in 
Uvalde, the U.S. Senate faced a choice: 
We could surrender to gridlock, and we 
could swiftly vote on a bill with provi-
sions many of us would have wanted, 
but because of rigid opposition from 
the other side had no hope of passing 
the Chamber—it would have failed—or 
we could choose to try and forge a bi-
partisan path forward to pass a real 
bill, as difficult as that may have 
seemed to many. 

Over the past 4 weeks, we chose to 
try and get something done. Imme-
diately after Uvalde, I spoke with Sen-
ator MURPHY, who asked me to give ne-
gotiators time and space to do their 
work. With his deep experience in this 
area, he believed that given the oppor-
tunity, maybe, maybe, maybe these 
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